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Sounds good
PREETI SINGH on computers with sound devices for the visually impaired

UNTIL late 1993 com puter 
was the domain or the 
sighted alone in ou r coun
try. Then in late 1993 with the 
introduction of the speech synth

esiser this magic machine be
came accessible to the  visually 
impaired.

The need of today is to  dis
seminate this vital inform ation 
to the masses. A s  you know the 
com puter has a m onitor which 
gives all the information on the 
screen which can only be seen. 
So, even if a visually impaired 
person manages to learn to oper
ate a com puter, it was not of any 
use, as there was now ay to  know 
what .was being done. But now 
with the speech synthesiser, we 
can use the .computer, like any 
sighted person.

T he speech synthesiser is a de
vice which can be interfaced to 
any computer. Once this is do ne , 
this device speaks out what ever 
is keyed in. T he software which 
is responsible for the speech ou t
put is called C ./V B . o r  “ C om pu
ter A ssistance for the B lind.” 
There is one more device which 
when fitted into the com puter 
gives speech output. This is 
known as the “Sound Blaster 
C ard” . The softwares which is 
used with this card is called 
“T alk” . Both the  software are 
from the “ Indian Institute of Sci
ence and Technology,”  Banga
lore.The gadget speaks out the 
alphabet, number or punctua
tion which you key in simul
taneously. With the various

word or the complete line on 
which the cursor is positioned. 
O ne can go into the reading 
mode and go into the menues 
and get the talking device to  read 
them , word by word or line by 
line. The speech gadgets also can 
read the com plete document if 
you so desire. So once material is

on the hard disc or on the floppy, 
a visually impaired person can 
read it independently.

For ages Braille has been the 
only mode by which a blind per
son can read and write indepen
dently. Braille is a scrip by which 
visually imnaired nersons can

sight. M oreover, as there are not 
enough Braille presses, it is next 
to impossible for all print m atter 
to be made available to the 
blind. /Mso, as Braille has to  be 
embossed, the paper used has to 
be thick. A s a result, Braille 
books and magazines become 
too bulky, making stacking and

transportation a problem. To 
overcome this hazard, blind per
sons have used voluntary readers 
to read to them. This m eant they 
had to rely on their memory 
nearly completely, as the readers 
were also hard to come by.

T h e n  r a m p  fhp iicp o f  fa n e  r e .

taneously, which made it possi
ble for the blind to  be able to 
listen to these recordings repe
atedly and thus improve their 
learning capacity. T he books on 
tape are known commonly as 
talking books. Talking books are 
again few com pared to  the quan
tum  of inform ation required to 
stay abreast w ith the fast prog
ressing world.

CO M PUTER S with speech device is the answer. The 
speech device attached to com
puters can m ake it possible for 

the sightless to  have access to 
nearly all the text which is avail
able to  the sighted. M ost of the 
printed m atter today is made 
ready for printing on a  com puter 
before it is given in to  the print
ing press. T here  will be hardly 
any extra cost incurred to store 
the preprint m atter on floppy 
diskettes, m aking these floppies 
available to blind persons as they 
then will have access to all such 
information through their talk
ing computer.

Com puter network had made 
it possible for people staying in 
one country to  have easy access 
to  articles and books in the 
o thers thousands of miles away. 
This facility is also available here 
in India. M ost universities hav
ing internet facility m ake this 
available to  students at a very 
nominal cost. I t  is also made 
available to  those who are  not 
students but would like to  use 
the system at a higher cost. It is 
the lack o f  awareness and in-

i
For ages Braille has been the only 
mode by which a blind person can 

read and write independently. Braille 
is a script by which visually impaired 

persons can communicate only 
amongst themselves. It cannot be 
used to communicate with those 
with sight. Moreover, as there are 

not enough Braille presses, it is next 
to impossible for all print matter to 

be made available to the blind. Also, 
as Braille has to be embossed, the 

paperused hasto be thick.
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speech device 
the answer. Tli 
speech devici 

attached to 
computers ca 

makeitpossib 
for the sightless 

have access t 
nearly all the te 
which isavailat 

to the sighted

of the visually impaired 
make this network accessil 
the sightless, all tha t is nee< 
a talking device to be attacl 
the computers used for net’ 
ing. The cost of doing so w 
negligible in the face of thi 
incurred in putting up the  t 
system.

A lthough the speech s 
esier is still under develop 
for marketing, the sound b 
card is available with comp 
like Hewlet Packard, Di 
etc. The software talk ca 
obtained form 1.1.ST. B 
lore. Speech devices for co 
ters can also be imported 
the USA. and the UK  etc. Ir 
further information is requi 
can be obtained from 
National Association for 
Blind, R.K. Puram, Sec-5, 
Delhi-110022. Phone 610: 
2211926.

Vision im pairm ent is a di: 
ity, but given the opport 
and facilities, we blind p  
can be productive membe 
the society. The effort anc 
o f  p ro v id in g  th e  sam e wil 
ta in ly  n o t b e  to o  m uch .

(This article has been w


